
 

A Glamorous Career In Jewellery Design 

Consumers today often seek out exclusive 

jewellery pieces to reflect their personal 

style. With design playing an important role 

in the dynamics of retail jewellery, skilled 

and innovative designers who can translate 

their visions into reality are in high demand. 

 

According to some statistics, the domestic 

gems and jewellery industry had a market 

size of INR 251,000 crore in 2013, with a 

potential to grow to INR 500,000–530,000 

crore by 2018. A large portion of this 

growth is attributed to the increase in 

demand for branded and designer jewellery. 

 

 

While the industry is growing, the supply of designers is yet to meet the surging demand. As 

compared to the UK, which has over 250,000 designers, China and Taiwan that boast of a 

population of over 150,000 designers each, India still has only around 4,500–5,000 skilled 

jewellery designers. It is hardly a surprise then that a recent survey indicated jewellery design to 

be the most sought after career by 2017. 

 

Jewellery designers utilise creativity and imagination to translate design concepts into beautiful 

pieces of jewellery. And design courses help aspiring designers prepare for a career in the gem 

and jewellery industry.  

 

Jewellery Design Fundamentals 
Jewellery design is the art of conceptualising and rendering designs for jewellery. It combines 

creativity and imagination with a deep understanding of jewellery manufacturing. Designers 

apply basic principles of design and composition to illustrate their ideas. Jewellery design 

programmes teach the technical and practical skills required for this specialised field. 

 

Skills of a Jewellery Designer 
A jewellery designer should have creativity, good hand-eye coordination, a keen eye for detail, 

knowledge of current trends and a passion for jewellery. An understanding of metals, gemstones 

and other jewellery materials will help a designer translate their ideas into actual jewellery 

pieces. Look for a design course that teaches basic drawing skills and detailed design theory. 

 

Scope for Training 
Training from an institute like GIA (Gemological Institute of America) in the art of jewellery 

design can create a steady foundation. Courses often range from a two-day class that teaches the 



basics of design to a comprehensive programme of nine weeks that offers the opportunity to 

develop a portfolio. 

 

Tips for choosing the Right Course 
Many factors should be considered when choosing a jewellery design course. To receive a well-

rounded and comprehensive education, be sure to select a globally recognised institute. Choose a 

course that focuses on both Indian and western styles of jewellery. Look for a curriculum that 

starts with the fundamentals of design and composition. 

 

Another important parameter is to ensure that the instructor will provide personalized attention to 

guide you through the learning experience. A campus tour of the institute will provide clarity on 

the staff, facilities and the course curriculum. Opt for a programme that develops a culture of 

creative thinkingand teaches jewellery design through theory and hands-on learning. 

 

Consider your overall development as a gem and jewellery professional when choosing an 

education. For instance, does the programme conduct field trips to manufacturing facilities to 

demonstrate how gems are processed and jewellery is manufactured? Does it invite industry 

leaders to share their experiences and knowledge at informationsessions? Does it provide 

language assistance to understand complex technical concepts? Does it offer networking 

opportunities at industry events and trade shows? A comprehensive programme should provide 

the opportunity to develop a portfolio of designs. These featurescan help give you the best 

learning experience and increase your chance of success as a jewellery designer. 

 

Prominent institutes in gems and jewellery: 
GIA is a global non-profit institute known as the “Harvard of Gems and Jewellery”. GIA offers 

industry recognised courses in gemmology, jewellery design, retail sales, merchandising and 

more. It also offers students services, placement assistance and alumni networking opportunities.  

 

GIA India will be conducting the Jewellery Design course in Mumbai from November 13 to 

January 16. For more details, please log on to www.giaindia.in 

For more details on careers in gems and jewellery, call on mobile number 0-8108186683 or Toll 

Free number 1800 1021566 or visit www.giaindia.in, email eduindia@gia.edu. 


