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Education is GIA India’s Focus: Plans Across Six Cities by 2010

December, 2008  –  The Gemological Institute of America (GIA) is a global, 
nonprofit organization that focuses on grading diamonds and coloured stones and 
imparting certificate courses to professionals seeking training in the same. 

Headquartered in Carlsbad, California, GIA has 13 campus locations worldwide. The 
Indian campus began in 2004. Looking at the huge talent pool and opportunities in 
India, GIA’s management has identified education as their key objective in India this 
year. 

Nirupa Bhatt, managing director, GIA India, said, “GIA entered India in 2004 and 
invested substantially in setting up operations. GIA’s 78 years of intellectual property 
based on research and education is priceless.  We plan to further our educational 
infrastructure and offer courses across the gems and jewellery manufacturing and 
retailing centres in the country such as Jaipur and Kolkata. We aim to train 2000 
professionals per year across India.” 

GIA’s accredited Graduate Gemologist and Graduate Diamonds Diploma Programs are 
recognised internationally as hallmark professional credentials. The programmes are 
targeted towards the individuals who want to become successful professionals in the 
international diamond and gemstone industry. 

GIA India uses the same systems, processes, technology and methodology that GIA 
uses globally to provide world-class service to the domestic diamond industry. GIA 
India has a fully furnished and well-equipped laboratory and facilities to provide 
international quality training for their students. GIA India also plans to run customised 
batches of training programs for corporate clients. 

Bhatt said, “Skilled professionals will be crucial to the industry’s growth. Moreover, 
there is a tremendous need for fresh talent who will play a significant role to rejuvenate 
the industry. GIA India aims to help bridge the gap and fulfil this need.” 

Established in 1931 by author, educator, and visionary Robert M. Shipley, GIA has 
become known to many as "the Harvard of the gem and jewelry industry."   More than 
200,000 students worldwide have completed courses in GIA's gemology, jewellry 
manufacturing arts and design, and business programmes through distance education 
and on campus curriculums. 
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About GIA:



An independent nonprofit organization, the Gemological Institute of America (GIA) is recognized as the world's 
foremost authority in gemology. Established in 1931, GIA has translated its expert knowledge into the most 
respected gemological education available. Early in the 1950s, GIA invented the famous Four Cs of Color, 
Cut, Clarity and Carat Weight.  In 1953, the Institute created the International Diamond Grading System™ 
which, today, is recognized by virtually every professional jeweler in the world.  
 
Through research, education, gemological laboratory services, and instrument development, the Institute is 
dedicated to ensuring the public trust in gems and jewelry by upholding the highest standards of integrity, 
academics, science, and professionalism. GIA can be found on the web at www.gia.edu. Media queries 
contact: Laura Simanton 760-603-4112 or Jessica Sachariason, 760-603-4197. 
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