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A CUT ABOVE THE REST
JOBWISE

The job opportunities in
gemology are:

• Appraiser
• Auction house jewel
ry specialist
• Auction house spe
cialist
• Coloured Stone
buyer
• Diamond buyer
• Diamond manufac
turer
• Gem buyer
• Jewellery business
owner

• Jewellery executive
• Jewellery manager
• Jewellery retailer
• Jewellery training
officer

to the seller, examin
ing the gems, and

ensuring their genuine
ness.

Gemologists are involved
in the identification, sorting

and grading of
gemstones. They also advise

jewellery designers on various
properties regarding the suitability
of particular gemstones in differ
ent metals and types of settings.
And then, there is self-employ
ment. Many gemologists work
with jewellery outlets for some
years and then establish their
own businesses. Altematively, you
could set up your own gem lab
where you could identify and
grade/sort gems and treat them
to modify their colour or appear
ance. You can also advise jew
ellers and jewellery designers on
the stones' properties and the
compatibility of particular gem
stones with different metals and
settings.

The Indian gem and jewellery
industry has entered the new mil
lennium with great confidence.

India for cutting and polishing.
India is truly a booming market for
gemstones. Jaipur is to India what
Bangkok is to the world. Thus,
gemologists are in great demand.

You could take up employment
as an in-house gemologist with a
jewellery store. You would be in
charge of confirming the authen
ticity of the gems that are sold
there. You could get a job as a
gemstone grader or sorter. Your
work could involve grading or
sorting gems by colour, quality or
cut.

You could become an appraiser
and value gems that are brought
to you. Another interesting option
is becoming a buyer for a jew
ellery store, which involves going

scopes, etc, to identify the type
and nature of gems. The scope for
gemology in India has widened
considerably over the last 10 to
15 years. Almost every piece of
jewellery begins with a gemstone,
which may not necessarily be a
diamond, as people are becoming
aware of many more gemstones
that exist in nature. There are
numerous avenues of employ
ment once you complete your
graduate diploma in gemology.
You could earn at least Rs 15,000
to begin with.ln other countries,
the earnings would begin at
$3000 to $4000 per month.

India is one of the oldest play
ers in lapidary art. 70 per cent of
all gems, world over, come to
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• A correspondent

Every field is undergoing radi
cal transitions, and the same
holds true for the field of

jewellery. In simple terms, gemol
ogy can be defined as the science
of gems, and deals with the
occurrence, physical properties
and identification of natural gems.
It is of great importance to
traders, dealers and anyone who
appreciates gems for their beauty
and ornamental value. Unknown
to many, there exist more than
3000 gems in nature.

Gemologists identify, sort out
and grade these stones, using
testing equipments like refrac
tometers, spectroscopes, micro-

OUR EDUCATION.

YOUR WORLD OF OPPORTUNITY.

GIA, the birthplace of the International Diamond Grading System'" and creator of the 4Cs, offers courses in

gems and jewellery. The Institute's on campus and distance education programmes have opened up a worfd

of opportunity for over 2,00,000 students and professionals worfdwide. The GIA India campus is your

access to a range of world-class resources for building a career or business in gemmology.

To access schedules and further details, log on to www.giaindia.in

92, 9th Floor I MakerChambersVI

Nariman Point I Mumbai 400 021

Tel +91 2222870846/47/48 I Fax+91 2222870845

Email giaindiainfo@gia.edu

India

The World's Foremost Authority In Gemology'·

~IGIA~ GEMOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA'

CAREERS IN
STONE
Gemology is the study of gemstones; it is
the study of diamonds, coloured stones,
and pearls, along with synthetic and imita
tion gems. It falls within the category of
geoscience as a branch of mineralogy, and
its exponents work in all areas of the gem
stone and jewellery industry.

Gemologists use various scales of meas
ure to identify and categorise gems,
including their crystal structure, formation,
and physical and optical properties.
Gemologists may work in a laboratory,
ana lysing stones and preparing cus
tomised reports for clients, including min
ers, gem wholesalers, retailers and individ
ual gem owners.

laboratory gemologists use microscopes
and other sophisticated instruments to
study the internal structure of rough or cut
gems.

There are many more jobs in all areas of
the jewellery industry than there are per
sonnel to fill them. Skilled workers can
practice their trade wherever they choose
to live. Many in the industry are self
employed or work for companies all over
the country.

Professional gemological credentials
are essential for those who want careers

as jewellery buyers, appraisers, laboratory
gemologists, auction house specialists, or
retail jewellers.
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