
The increasing demand for gold
and diamond has led to a spurt in
jobs in the jewellery industry. In-

dia is one of the leading consumers of
gold in the world, at 800 million tonnes
(per annum), which accounts to about
20 per cent of the consumption of gold
globally. More than 50 per cent of this
is used for making gold jewellery. The
domestic India gold market is estimat-
ed to be more than USD 25 billion and
is expected to rise significantly in the
coming years. The Indian diamond in-
dustry has established itself as the
world’s largest manufacturing centre
of cut and polished diamonds for many
years, contributing 60 per cent of the
world’s supply in terms of value, 85
per cent and 92 per cent of volume
and pieces respectively. Eleven out of
12 diamond sets worldwide are
processed in India.

Courses
Manipal Institute of Jewellery Man-
agement (MIJM) offers a three-year
Bachelor’s degree course in Jewellery.
The course covers aspects of the jew-
ellery business including design, man-
ufacturing, gemology, through theo-
retical and practical training.

MIJM has a well-equipped comput-
er lab with software such as SPSS,
TALLY, POS, Oracle, Visual Basic and
design softwares like Coral Draw,
Adobe Photoshop, Jewel Cad, Rhino
and Precious CAD. The institute has a
gemology lab, complete with micro-
scopes and other test instruments to
train students in identifying, testing
and grading gemstones and diamonds.
MIJM has collaborated with Gemo-
logical Institute of America, and In-
ternational Gemological Institute, Bel-
gium to offer short-term courses in
diamond and colour stone grading.

The institute has a well-equipped
jewellery workshop, with state-of-the-
art technology machinery, where stu-
dents are imparted practical training
in designing necklaces, earrings, ban-
gles, pendants, etc. The institute also

has a full-fledged casting lab with fa-
cilities for rubber moulding, vulcanis-
ing, wax injection and burnout.

According to Manipal Institute of
Jewellery Management Director, Prof
M M Shanbhag, “Though the gem and
jewellery industry is one of the largest
industry in the country, it remained
largely unorganised as it was never
professionally managed. The entry of
corporates into the jewellery business
and increase in competition necessi-
tated the need for professional man-
agement of the jewellery business.”

“To ensure that our students gain
the expertise and competence to  suc-
ceed professionally, an internship at
a well-established jewellery enter-
prise is mandatory for six months,”
adds Shanbhag. 

A pass certificate in 10+2 or an
equivalent in any (Science/Arts/Com-
merce) group with a minimum of 50
per cent marks is required for admis-
sion to the (Jewellery design and
Management) three-year, BBA
course. Diploma holders are admit-
ted to the second year of the course
as lateral entry.

Students typically go onto take ex-
ecutive assignments in various fields

of the jewellery business like sales and
retail, production, quality control,
stores management, design and
gemology.

Bangalore-based Solitaire Diamond
Institute (SDI) offers a Diploma in Di-
amond Grading (three months), Jew-
ellery Designing (six months), Colour-
stone Identification (three months),
Computer Aided Jewellery Designing
(2.5 months), Certificate in Gold Ap-
praisal (six days). SDI also provides
short-term courses and corporate
training in Diamond Grading and Sell-
ing Techniques, Jewellery Designing
Essentials, Diamond Grading, Dia-
mond Assortment, Diamond Grading
and Jewellery Selling Techniques and
a ‘Navaratna’ course.

SDI Chairman, Ashok Rathod says,
“With big players coming into this
field, it has become necessary to gain
knowledge before entering this indus-
try. Earlier, if anybody had to gain
knowledge about gems and jewellery,
he/she had to travel all the way to
Mumbai or Surat. With the advance-
ment of technology in this industry as
well, it becomes mandatory even for
the existing jewellers to update their
knowledge.”

Glittering career with the bling
Students who have graduated from

the institute have found work in the
industry as gemologists, diamond
graders, diamond assorters, jeweller
designers, CAD designers,  store man-
agers. 

Mumbai-based Gemological Insti-
tute of America (GIA) was established
in 2004 and has 25 locations across
the country. GIA courses offer a near-
complete skill set for professionals who
want to join the gem and jewellery in-
dustry, including Diamond Grading,
Coloured Gem Identification, Jew-
ellery Design, Merchandising and
Sales. GIA’s internationally recognised
courses include the Graduate Gem-
mologist (GG) Diploma which focuses
on diamonds, coloured stones and
pearls, grading and identification. It is
the industry’s highest professional cre-
dential. With its Jewellery Design and
Accredited Jewellery Professional pro-
grammes, GIA offers training for every
aspect of the industry.

GIA India and Middle East Manag-
ing Director, Nirupa Bhatt says: “In-
dia’s diamond and jewellery industry
has followed a steep growth pattern
for 20 years, accelerated in recent
years by the sharp rise in consumer
demand for diamond jewellery. As
more people become aware of the op-
portunities available in this industry,
we have seen a gradual increase in the
number of students who approach
GIA and eventually graduate from our
institute.”

GIA-India offers a variety of course
formats for aspirants, customising
each programme to meet the needs
and levels of interest of students. The
most comprehensive programme is
GIA’s Jewellery Design Certificate with
a duration of nine weeks. The course
teaches students to illustrate their
ideas incorporating current trends,
just like professional designers. They
also learn jewellery design theory,
artistry, various drafting techniques,
illustrations and rendering of faceted
gems, diamonds and pearls.  
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